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Chairman’s Address 

 

Summer has come and we had a decent spring as regards the weather.  Many rallies have already gone 

this year but there are many to look forward to so get those slips in for a rally and enjoy a break.  It will 

soon be time to consider volunteering to be a committee member for 2014/2015!  Adrian is always 

looking for – again that ‘v’ word – to put on a rally for 2015; the board is filling up nicely and there are 

opportunities to run a rally in 2016. 

 

Many of you will remember our friend Pat Skerry who passed away recently.  There were quite a few of 

us who paid our tributes and attended her funeral in Doncaster.   

 

We have a lot of newly joined members –  welcome to the club and hope you can join us on the rally 

field soon. 

 

Beth Clarkson 
 

 

900th Rally Dunham on Trent—27th Feb—2nd March 2014 

Marshals: Your Committee 

Report: Angela Justice  

 

This is a rally we have looked forward to for some time and by 

all accounts it is going to be a busy one.   We arrived about 4pm 

on Friday after a trouble free journey.  The rally had already been 

going on since the Thursday.  The field was absolutely heaving 

and the car park was nearly full. 

We were met by Brian White who had his very own welcoming 

station complete with a sign saying wait here to be allocated your 

parking space.  Very impressive, within minutes we were 

organised and parked winding down the legs.  I then fell into 

Adrian’s classic trap!!!  In conversation he asked if we had got here ok, I replied yes very happy to be 

here.  Happy enough to do the rally report? And before I could think about my response I had said ‘Yes’ 

much to Adrian’s amusement and here I am. 

After a quick settling in I went for a short walk round and could see all manner of vans, motor homes 

and even a Mustang.  The sun was shining and I could hear laughter it was so good to hear, really lifted 

my spirits.  Beth came over to greet us and gave us our duties for the week end, I happily accepted 

selling raffle tickets.  As I found out very soon this was to be a busy job as everyone was so generous in 

buying tickets.  I had a chat with Beth who kept on going to her next task.  We settled down for a brew 

and watched Pete and Brenda arrive, these were the last to arrive making the total of the happy band to 

31 units on the field, WOW. 

By 8pm we were in the hall meeting up with people we had not seen in such a long time, the mood was 

so happy.  Lots of soup on offer, one thing you never go hungry on our rallies.  I then started the task of 

selling the 1st of many raffle tickets.  After much chatter and a relaxing drink we retired to our van for 

some sleep. 

Up nice and early to greet a sunny day very lucky with the weather so far.  A choice of many places to 

visit in the local area ranging from Dunham on Trent, Retford, Ollerton, Tuxford, Worksop, Torksey to 

Lincoln, Gainsborough and Newark.  Reading all the details from the very nice ‘welcome booklet’ was 
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useful.  So much in the local area to choose from, we chose Retford.  Easy parking and lots of retail 

therapy happened before we found a very nice chippy and sat out in the sun.  Definitely a place to return 

to and explore.  Before returning to site we had a brief scenic drive as we usually do!! We then got 

rested up for the big celebration in the hall from 6:30pm. 

 

The hall filled up very quickly, we were joined by members that came over for the evening celebrations 

making for a full hall creating quite a buzz.  The hall had been decorated also, well it is our 900th rally, 

what an achievement.  A band had been booked for the evening’s entertainment.  ‘The Cobwebs’ I 

understand are from the local area and were very good.  They set up on the decorated stage and 

entertained us with music from the 60’s and more starting at 7:40pm.  Beth introduced them before we 

proceeded to sing and dance the night away as only we know how not forgetting ’The Mustang’ song 

which was performed to The Eagles – Hide your Lying 

Eyes.  I am sure there will be many photos to join the 

archive from this celebration. 

I have to speak separately about all kinds of food that had 

been set out on a large table in a side room.  Many hours 

of prepping had taken place in the kitchen before hand by 

many dedicated members these items were joined by 

various offerings from Mike’s legendary pickled onions to 

apple pies which in hindsight I should have made  a lot 

more! Together all this made a very impressive spread 

which was eagerly devoured by over 80 people.   The 

centre piece of this groaning table was the most amazingly decorated cake with the Mustang logo on 

made and decorated by Mavis White.  It was huge.  During a break in the music the cake was wheeled 

out and photographed at all angles, this included the need for a pair of step ladders that Stephanie very 

carefully climbed to take an aerial shot.  For those who know about Tim’s experience with ladders he 

was kept well away from them and I sat with my eyes covered.   Ooh scary!!! And then Stephanie found 

out the batteries in her camera had gone flat so she went through the whole scenario again.  The cake 

was cut and handed out to all present.  Very nice indeed.  

 

Alan Kirkman our current President had prepared some words to the club as he could not attend  these 

were read out by his brother Graham (you will find Alan contribution following this report).  This was 

rounded off with a big thank you to Mavis for the cake.  More dancing and music carried on for us all 

into the wee hours. 

 

Sunday morning dawned and flag for 11am gave the revellers a chance to wake up bleary eyed from the 

night before.  Many pleasant words were said about the combined efforts that had seen the Mustang 

spirit shining through making the weekend a success.  We had lucky van drawn which was won by Dave 

& Linda Brown and Ray Foster.  Adrian went through the rally board with the up and coming rallies 

starting of this season.  Next year’s board has already got bookings in place, very reassuring to see. We 

finished off the remainder of the food and thanks were given to everyone for making this a success.  

Various items of papers from the club’s archives were on show to jog a few memories and Stephanie 

had the laptop going showing and endless stream of photos bringing back memories and testing the grey 

cells remembering names and venues. 
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After dinner we left a sunny Dunham on Trent with good memories and a hope that we will use this hall 

again as it was more than up to the job of dealing with us all.  Plus I would like to see more of the 

surrounding area.  The pub next door has definitely got the seal of approval as during the weekend we 

had witnessed a steady stream of members doing the short walk to check the local facilities. 

Message from Alan Kirkman 

Dear Friends and Mustangers 

I am deeply honoured to be able to say a few words on the milestone reached by our great club, The 

Mustang Caravan Owners Club.  

Margaret and myself joined in 1985, and soon found out why it was so endearing. The friendship and 

camaraderie that was so much in abundance, was plain to see. Even through the difficult times of the 

late eighties and early nineties, most members did their best to work things through. Thankfully they did. 

It is true to say that many of the best times of mine and Margaret’s life were spent with our Mustang 

friends and many enduring friendships were made.  

This is what the MCOC does. It draws you in to its ideals of friendship, caring and the need to help each 

other through daily tribulations. It has been said in the past that it is only a club, it is the people that 

matter. I beg to disagree. It is both that count. The club is the nucleus and draws people together and it 

is the clubs ideals, through its members that brings people to enjoy being together and doing things for 

each, such as running rallies and providing entertainment at that rally in whatever way. It is magical, 

particularly to watch young children join in with adults on a similar footing. 

And it is this magic that has brought us here 37 years since it began to celebrate 900 rallies. Every one 

unique and every one enjoyable. Lots of our friends are no longer with us, but we have memories of 

super rallies spent in their company. 

So to finish I would on behalf of all Mustangers past and present thank all the present members, 

committee and officers for a brilliant job in bringing the club this far. As Fred used to say at many 

AGM’S I would love and hope to see the MCOC go on into the twenty first century and beyond: Well 

Fred, It has. So would you all raise your glasses in a toast to the 900th rally of the Mustang Caravan 

Owners Club and remember as in the words of Tina Turner “Its Simply the Best”  Cheers Alan 

Newark Motorhome Show 

Marshals: Adrian & Vanessa Hambleton 

Rally Report: Graham Kirkman 

 

We arrived on Friday afternoon, not the last for a change and it was nice to set up in the light for once. 

We had a quick walk round but a lot of the stalls were only just setting up so back to the van for a cup of 

tea. Later we went over to the hall for the evening’s entertainment. Three acts:-  a good duo, a cracking 

comedian and an ok Tina Turner tribute finished off by a disco to finish the night off. 

 

    Saturday, saw us on the first bus into Newark birthday present shopping for Carol, I hadn’t forgotten 

like our anniversary last year, its just that she had no idea what she wanted. A couple of hours later we 

were back complete with presents and after a cup of tea we went round the show. It was nice to see a 

greater range of caravans this year although there were noticeably fewer stalls. At least there were a 

couple of battery stalls there so I could replace my old one. Later we were back in the hall for the 

entertainment again. Two acts, Motown Magic and comedian Mick Miller. What an evening, the band 
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started and finished it with Mick in the middle spot. Absolutely superb, so professional and polished, I 

don’t think you would get better entertainment anywhere.  

 

    Sunday morning and I took a very cold flag. It was nice to welcome two new ralliers:- Barry & Linda  

from Chesterfield and David & Valerie  from Ripley. During our final walk around the show it went 

very black and a large hailstorm broke out. Taking that as a hint we upped legs and headed for home. A 

very enjoyable rally and looking forward to the next. 

 

Auction Rally, South Hykeham, Lincoln.   4 - 6 April 2014 

Marshals: Susan & Eric White with Vanessa & Adrian Hambleton 

Report:  Beth Clarkson 

 

All 12 units had arrived by tea-time Friday and the weather was settled, topped off by the fact that it was 

still daylight at 8.00 pm: by which time we had all assembled in the village hall for a supper of stew and 

bread, then two lovely sponge cakes and individual meringues with cream, raspberries and blueberries 

(they were blue but may be known by some other name!).  Tea & coffee was available and a few 

members brought out something a wee bit stronger.  Hanging on the wall was a competition board with 

numerous cut-out faces from magazines stuck to it and over the weekend we had to write a list of who 

they were. 

 

Saturday arrived early, about 5.30 am with little birds twittering in the trees behind us along with a 

woodpigeon who couldn’t decide whether he was a pigeon or a cuckoo – noisy bird.  Most of the day 

folks went out and about doing their own thing.  We all gathered in the hall at 7.30 pm to be greeted by a 

table groaning with all sorts of food for the American Supper, it’s always amazing to see so little 

duplication of food.  I don’t think I’ve ever seen an auction table with so much ‘good’ stuff on it.  

Adrian made a mistake of giving the gavel to Eric who when an item was sold, delighted in banging 

down hard on a metal wheel ‘thing’ which made everyone’s ears ring.  Adrian made sure the ‘thing’ was 

quickly auctioned off then Eric started using a tabletop to strike home a sale.  Worried about holes in the 

table, Adrian put books down to dull the hammer strike but somehow Eric kept missing them!  At the 

end of the auction along with the many books available for sale during the day, the sum of over £116 

was made.  We had an interval during the auction to have supper and it was really excellent.  After that it 

was time to relax and muse on what a collection of rubbish - lovely goods we had bought ourselves and 

how much lighter our wallets and purses were. 

 

Flag was taken on Sunday morning but not before a breakfast of sandwiches, salad and cake.  A 

summing up of the weekend was given then Linda Brown received a card for her  birthday and a Get 

Well Card via Eric for Brian White.  The ‘faces on the board’ competition was won by the Brown/Smith 

Team and the weekend quiz and the lucky van prize was won by Garth and myself.  Adrian informed us 

of forthcoming rallies, some with amendments (which you will read about in the next Roundup) and was 

looking for Marshals for next year’s rally board.   After the raffle and the close of the rally we helped 

ourselves to some more food and a final drink before clearing the decks in the hall.  Some more books 

were taken away by members and the rest Eric was taking to his local charity shop.  Thank you to 

everyone who contributed to and bought the auction items plus food for the supper. 

 

Thank you especially to our Marshals - Susan, Eric, Vanessa and Adrian and DJ Garth with the Mustang 

Music Machine.  It was a lovely relaxed rally with lots of fun and laughter. 
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Easter Rally—Copt Oak 2014 

Marshals, Kath, Mike, John & Sloane. 

Report: Adrian & Vanessa 

 

What a difference  from last year, NO SNOW TO DIG OUT! 

Vanessa and I  arrived  to be greeted by our marshals for the weekend  and  were made a very welcome 

cuppa , Richard ,Dianne, Matthew  their granddaughter  Esme  were just  in front of us. Matthew is 

getting to be a very nice young man.The vans  steadily  arrived to make 9 vans for the Thursday night, 

we went in the hall for a  drink, biscuit and a chat. 

 

Friday.I opened the blinds to a glorious  morning, solar panel working well! Vanessa and  I went to 

Melbourne  and  Calke Abbey  a NT  house  which was  busy, in the Good Friday  sunshine, we had a 

very enjoyable walk around the grounds. Mid afternoon  arrived back at the site  that  had seen more 

vans  arrive to make a very respectable 16 

units. Evening back in the hall  and we were 

looked after again with  3  very tasty soups, 

bread and butter. Next  a hilarious game of 

caravan beetle, which  Mandy, Austin, 

Mike,Josie, their daughter Corina who is 

now a member in her own right  and 2 

children  Kira  and Carlton seemed to keep 

winning, I think they had a weighted dice! 

Kath  then  did a quiz, Who turned the 

microphone off? The stars were shining 

bright  and it made us turn the heating up. 

 

Saturday, Most people went to visit the surrounding area, Foxton  locks, Loughbourgh, Leicester  

Coalvile, Space centre, Quorn, Saturday  evening back in the hall to be fed  with a amazing  selection of 

butcher made  burgers, sausages, sliced onions and beans, a selection of  desserts  were served later. 

Colin had 3 trips to his van for  spoons, not sure what happened on that one. Somehow I ended up  being 

Fed  by  Sloane with  squirty  cream, Eric said I can’t get enough, not sure what he was talking about, I 

will keep you guessing on that one!The marshals handed out  a bag which contained a selection of crafty 

bits to make an Easter bonnet  for Sunday night, what a good idea. A tray of sweets came round to finish 

the night off. 

 

Sunday, what a difference, thick fog, cold and dank, but it did not dampen the Easter spirit as we had  a 

visit from the  Easter bunnies, Mike our marshal was joined by  Austin who  got dressed up and 

deposited  eggs around the vans with children  in them, Ian and  Sarah’s  children  were soon  to find 

them, it was great to see the children having fun  in the  field, it brought some very happy memories 

back. Kira  and Carlton were having great fun playing  games, Matthew had a scooter like thing which 

looked great fun. Rachel and Gracie came to See  Graham  and Carol, Gracie is really coming on, Nana  

Carol was having fun around the field. Graham and Carol were going to see Alan after the rally in 

Cornwall Evening, The food was an American Supper and what a spread, it always amazes the variety of 

food that you get! Easter bonnet parade, the bonnets were made by the ladies and worn by the men, a 

full house, John Trushell  won the adults  and  Henry won the children’s, The judges had  a hard job 

because there were some amazing  creations. The 2 Easter bunnies made an appearance again. Graham 

took flag  and presented  Kiera with a birthday card  (sweet 16 ). Mike and Josie won the quiz  also the 
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Lucky van. Graham thanked the marshals for looking after us over the weekend so well. Daz  did a quiz 

on sweet names  later in the evening. 

 

Monday  we went to  Meet Simone and Adam  at Milton Keynes  to collect Matilda our granddaughter 

she is coming for a week  for a little holiday, we are so looking forward to it. Most of the vans  had to go 

back  but the ones that stayed went to the pub next to the site  a Marsden’s  public house for a meal. All I 

can say  what a great Easter break  and many thanks to the marshals. 
 

May Day Bank Holiday Rutland Water—2nd—6th May 2014 

Marshals: Dave & Linda Brown 

Report: Graham & Jane Milton 

 

Arrived at Rutland water about midday lovely sunshine. We thought we had spotted the meeting tent so 

we're aiming for it when we heard a voice shouting GRAHAM so we stopped and realised it was Dave 

and headed back to him. Adrian and Vanessa arrived just after, We set up had something to eat and put 

awning up. Steadily the numbers grew throughout the afternoon with Steve and deb arriving at 8 whilst 

we were in meeting.our dog Maddy used Vanessa's blanket to sleep . There was a quiz won by Garth .  

 

Saturday more sunshine Graham and I plus Steve with Sally and our Maddy went for a walk beside the 

lake. There were a lot of cyclists doing the same. Think we walked about 3 miles not bad. Everyone else 

was out visiting houses and the lovely villages around the area. Saturday evening we were treated to 

some games. There were boules, quoits, darts horse shoes and crochet. We all had a good time Graham 

and I were rubbish. Graham tried to put everyone else off by heckling. Graham and Carol won. After 

clearing up we went into meeting tent and we're treated to a magnificent buffet supplied by Linda and 

the ladies. It was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Adrian got upset as he wasn't quick enough to get the lemon 

meringue pie. I gave Graham a small plate to the amusement of everyone but he just went up more 

times. I remembered to bring Maddies bed so she slept in it by my feet. Some people didn't realise she 

was there until they went so then she got extra fussing. 

 

Sunday arrived with yet more sunshine. So we went to Stamford got some fuel and looked around shops. 

Tried to find answers to the names of logos for rally quiz to no avail. At evening meeting we were 

treated to lovely hotdogs with onions cooked by Steve and Adrian . We also had lovely cakes we have 

eaten far too much this weekend. Just as we were about to have flag a man came in with his two 

daughters and said he would like to join. He was given the relevant paperwork the girls had cupcakes 

and had prizes in the raffle. Hope to see them on a rally soon. We had a phone call so had to leave early 

Monday morning so said our fond goodbyes that evening. Rutland water is a lovely place and it was 

decided to return next year. We were told most just chilled in the sunshine Monday. It was a great 

weekend and it was lovely to see old friends again. thank you from both of us for such a warm welcome. 

Once again many thanks to Dave and Linda our marshals. Good trick Dave how you got us to do 

report.!!!  
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INTRODUCING OUR LATEST MEMBERS 

WELCOME TO  

  

Eric & Linda from Leicestershire 

Barry & Sheila  from Nottinghamshire 

Paul & Allie  and their children Harriet & Dexter from South Yorkshire 

John & Susan  from Derbyshire 

Ray & Liz from Lincolnshire 

Rob & Clare  and Felicity from South Yorkshire 

Jason & Samantha  and their children Alysha  and Mia 

  

Several of these new members have already joined us on the Rally field and we look forward to meeting 

the others soon. 

  

 

Aviation Heritage Centre Rally. 

Thurs 22nd – Tues 27th May 2014. 

Marshals: Pete, Brenda, Adrian and Vanessa 

Report: Robert Mitton 

The rally started on the Thursday. However, due to my work 

commitments we we're only able to arrive late on the Friday. 

First familiar face to greet us was that of Pete Denton, 

Closely followed by Adrian. After getting the van sited it was 

off into the marquee for a coffee & a chat. It was good to see 

a lot of familiar faces and many new ones (to me anyway). 

Pete requested somebody to do the rally report, suddenly 

there was a deathly quite (nothing changes) So I volunteered. 

After a couple of hours, it was time to get some sleep and 

prepare for the weekend ahead. 

Saturday morning was greeted with obligatory wet weather. We got ourselves sorted and walked over to 

the aviation museum. What a great place. Fliss was intrigued with the Lancaster bomber. Hearing those 

four big merlin's roar into life and taxi off down the runway 

was something we wont forget. Shortly after followed by the 

Spitfire and Hurricane doing a fly by. After hours spent 

wandering around and seeing the sites it was time to head back 

to the van. The bowls competition was in full swing and we 

were quickly caught by Pete and given our positions to join in. 

The eventual winners were, for the Men. Tom Gibbons the 

Women Diane Good and the Children's was won by Alysha 

Smith. After our tea it was back into the marquee for a talk by 

Granville on bee keeping. This was enjoyed by all, and the 

taster pots of the honey was an excellent addition. Fliss was fascinated by the talk & found it very 

interesting, she now keeps asking if we can keep bees. 

congratulations to Richard Good for the receiving the Order of St John. Graham and Carol Kirkman 

received their 300th Rally Plaque. First Rally plaques were given to Eric and Linda Beach. Jason and 

Sam Smith and of course, Myself and Clare. Fouls books were given to Felicity, Alysha and Mia. Lucky 
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van was won by us. All in all, it was quite a busy Flag. Again with plenty of nice people that convinced 

Clare that rallying was for us. 

Sunday's weather was a little better, and after a lazy morning, the marquee was pressed into service 

again for the crafts and hobbies. It was nice to see what everyone does with their spare time, and Fliss 

again enjoyed this as she's always making cards and the like. Again after tea it was back into the 

marquee for Flag. There was the usual raffle, of which I had forgotten all about and was suitably 

chastised by Clare later for. Then it was Birthdays. This rally's birthdays were Tom Gibbons, Susan 

Hardy and Peter Denton. Cake was on hand for Tom's Birthday. There was congratulations to Richard 

Good for the receiving the Order of St John. Graham and Carol Kirkman received their 300 th Rally 

Plaque. First Rally plaques were given to Eric and Linda Beach. Jason and Sam Smith and of course, 

Myself and Clare. Fouls books were given to Felicity, Alysha and Mia. Lucky van was won by us. All in 

all, it was quite a busy Flag. Again with plenty of nice people that convinced Clare that rallying was for 

us. 

Unfortunately we were unable to stay till the Tuesday. So It was up early Monday morning to get 

everything packed and head home. Both Myself, Clare and Felicity would like to thank everyone that 

was there for making it such a wonderful weekend. It would appear that we will be doing more rally's 

this year. 

 

 

 

 

CERTAIN INFORMATION HAS BEEN REMOVED UNDER THE DATA PROTECTION ACT 

 

CONTACT CAN BE MADE via 

 

mustangcaravanoc@ntlworld.com 

Or 

www.mustangcaravanoc.co.uk 


